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NEWS RELEASE 
06.09.21, for immediate release 
 
 

Textile and apparel industry alliance moves closer to release of an 

international microfibre shedding standard 

 

A sector alliance that was formed to tackle issues relating to microplastics has completed the next 

phase of its project to develop a harmonised industry standard for the supply chain. The Cross 

Industry Agreement (CIA) has revealed the results of a fibre fragmentation trial that has been carried 

out in advance of establishing a CEN Standard (from the European Committee for Standardization). 

Once confirmed, the standard will also become an ISO standard under the Vienna Agreement, 

providing apparel manufacturers and policy makers with a vital tool as part of wider work to reduce 

microfibre shedding into the environment. 

 

In 2018, five industry organisations agreed to join forces to proactively tackle the issue of 

microplastics, and signed the Cross Industry Agreement. The initial signatories were European 

industry associations that represent the European and global value chains of garments and their 

associated maintenance – the International Association for Soaps, Detergents and Maintenance 

Products (A.I.S.E.), European Man-Made Fibres Association (CIRFS), European Outdoor Group (EOG), 

EURATEX the European apparel and textile industry confederation, and the Federation of the 

European Sporting goods Industry (FESI). Together, the five organisations understood that the very 

first step to enable global action around the topic, was to agree a harmonised test method which 

would allow the collection and comparison of globally generated data, to aid the identification of 

solutions. Details of what the CIA involves can be found at https://euratex.eu/cia. 

 

The microfibre shedding test method was developed thanks to the joint efforts and cooperation of 

experts from 28 European, American and Asian organisations; the result was handed over to CEN in 

2020. Since then, representatives from the CIA have been working with CEN to fine tune details in 

order to meet the requirements for a CEN Standard. To verify the reproducibility of the method, the 

partners have carried out a round robin trial (RRT)1 to determine if the method could be replicated in 

different laboratories and produce similar results. 10 organisations participated in the RRT, which  

 
1 RRT tests were carried out thanks to the support of Aitex, Centrocot, Eurofins, Henkel, Hochschule 
Niederrhein, Hohenstein, RISE, TMC, Tüv Süd, UL, and the University of Leeds. 
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was co-ordinated by the CIA, sending fabric samples to all of the laboratories involved and then 

collecting and analysing the data. 

 

The results from the RRT show statistically significant consistency, both within and between 

participating laboratories, which demonstrates that the method is both repeatable in the same 

setting and reproducible in other laboratories.  

 

The CIA has submitted the results of the RRT to CEN, with the intention that the CEN Standard is 

confirmed in the near future. Once that has happened, it will be promoted throughout the apparel 

industry and will become a key tool for researchers, businesses and governments as they accelerate 

efforts to reduce microfibre shedding associated with garment production. 

 

Jan Robinson, scientific and regulatory affairs director at A.I.S.E., comments: “A.I.S.E. is delighted to 

see the harmonised method developed by the Cross Industry Agreement progressing towards a 

European standard.  This will provide a robust and recognised basis for a wide range of research, to 

characterize microplastic releases from textiles and to test potential solutions from industry partners 

on all sides.” 

 

Frédéric Van Houte, director general of CIRFS, adds: “The standardised test method will be a major 

step forward. Not only will it help to correctly assess microplastics shedding from textiles, but it will 

also allow the industry to explore measures to reduce it.” 

 

Dr Katy Stevens, head of CSR and sustainability at the EOG, adds: “A standardised test method has 

for a long time been the missing puzzle piece that has prevented significant progress in this area. We 

are delighted that the standard will soon be available to enable the industry to progress in both 

understanding, and mitigating the shedding of microfibres from textiles.” 

 

Mauro Scalia, director sustainable businesses at EURATEX, comments: “With the Cross Industry 

Agreement, industry and researchers have now accomplished a lot to shed light on microplastic 

release from textiles. EURATEX looks forward for the next phase: we need to find feasible and 

enforceable solutions to tackle such a global issue and use sustainable textiles in the EU.” 
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Jérome Pero, secretary general of FESI, comments: “Our members have been impatiently waiting for 

a standardized test method for microplastics shedding from textiles which will shed light on 

microplastics emissions. Thanks to the efficient and collaborative efforts of the Cross Industry 

Agreement and the research community this will soon become a reality, allowing companies and 

policy makers to make relevant choices to ultimately tackle microplastics emissions.”    

 
ends 

 
 
For additional media information please contact Giorgia Zia at giorgia.zia@euratex.eu .  
 
 

NOTE TO EDITORS 
 
The organisations that collaborate in the Cross Industry Agreement are: 
 
Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya, Spain 
AAFA, USA 
AATCC, USA 
A.I.S.E., International Association for Soaps, Detergents and Maintenance Products  
AITEX, Spain 
Aquafil - on behalf of CIRFS 
Centexbel, Belgium 
Centrocot, Italy 
CIRFS 
CNR, Italy 
EMPA, Switzerland 
European Outdoor Group 
Federation of the European Sporting goods Industry (FESI) 
Henkel – on behalf of AISE 
Hohenstein, Germany 
Japan Chemical Fibers Association, Japan 
JTF, Japan  
Kaken Test Center, Japan 
LEITAT, Spain 
MODINT, The Netherlands  
Niederrhein, Germany 
Radici Group – on behalf of CIRFS 
RISE, Sweden 
SGS Group, Hong Kong 
SINTEF, Norway 
The Microfibre Consortium, United Kingdom 
University of Leeds, United Kingdom 
EURATEX. 
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